
Dale Chihuly- reflections of nature. 
Visiting kew gardens and being able to see first-hand Chihuly’s glass sculptures was as 
captivating as it was bizarre. The masterful blend of actual plant life and his artwork created a 
sense of wonder as you venture through the gardens and chance upon the the surreal glass 

giants. Seeing his Glasswork up close is definitely one of the most magical 
experiences I’ve had the pleasure to take part of. 

As I walked into the temperate house, my eyes were immediately drawn 
upward to the magnificent beast that is this glass sculpture. What I loved 
about this experience is how the artwork resides above the plant life in the 
temperate house. Having it separate from the plants gives it a sense of 
otherworldliness ,as if the sculpture is something alien to this little world 
inside of the temperate house, yet belongs wholly at the same time. 

Chihuly’s sculpture at the 
Waterlily House is something os ethereal beauty. 
The delicate blooms of the glass gently rising from 
the water was truly a surreal sight to see. Walking 
into that building and beholding that scene that 
seemed to be almost magical. A moment 
encapsulated in time. 

Seeing these glass structures nestled into the greenery was a delightful 
surprise. It felt like I stumbled upon a secret as I walked the pathways, 
peering through leaves and receiving bursts of intense blue gazing back at 
me. 

There were sculptures I didn't like ,though, which were the ones 
outside of  the temperate house. I feel as if their placement (like 
decorations) did not do them justice. Their presence seems more like 
a display of wealth with the colours chosen as well. The gold and 
white make them seem like grand giants standing sentry-like outside 
of the building. The nature of Chihuly’s sculptures are displayed best 
in wildlife which ,with the placement of these glasswork giants, is not 
achieved in this piece. 



Overall, walking through the gardens and seeing the sculptures intertwined with nature feels to 
be the best way to present them. Despite being made the brilliant mind of Dale Chihuly the 
glass sculptures look like they belong in nature . This could be seen as a reflection on how 
despite seeing ourselves separate from from wilderness; we are actually helplessly intertwined 
with it.

What others thought about the review:
When I spoke about it with my peers, the main question 
that arose was how the structures themselves were made.   
After looking into it I found that Chihuly uses the technique 
of glass blowing as his primary medium of art. The actual 
making of these glass wonders take multiple people to 
achieve because of the many steps involved and the sheer 
mass of glass that has to be produced. We also enjoyed 
looking at pictures of this process and Dale Chihuly making 
the pieces themselves

We also discussed the colours used for these surreal glass giants and how we enjoyed the 
vibrancy of these sculptures. 

During the discussion we viewed many of the glass works at Kew Gardens at the time

Proof I was there.  


